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* A good hymn was one
which had been
e “well written,
e well chosen, and
* well sung”
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= Isaac Watts was the son of a schoolmaster, and was born in
Southampton, July 17, 1674. He is said to have shown remarkable Chat Apps_
precocity in childhood, beginning the study of Latin, in his fourth year,

Tutorials and writing respectable verses at the age of seven. At the age of
sixteen, he went to London to study in the Academy of the Rev. Thomas

About Us Rowe, an Independent minister. In 1698, he became assistant minister
of the Independent Church, Berry St., London. In 1702, he became

Advertisement: pastor. In 1712, he accepted an invitation to visit Sir Thomas Abney, at

his residence of Abney Park, and at Sir Thomas' pressing request, made

it his home for the remainder of his life. It was a residence most

favourable for his health, and for the prosecution of his literary... Go to
person page >
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Isaiah 41:9-10 says, "I took you from the ends of the earth, from its farthest
corners I called you. I said, ‘You are my servant’; I have chosen you and have not
rejected you. So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your
God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right
hand.” No matter our situation, no matter our struggles and fears, no matter doubts,
we are told to have courage, for the Lord is our God. And as Isaac Watts writes so
powerfully in this hymn, our God is everlasting, and will be our help through all of
our years. The first verse gives us every assurance we need: God is our help, our
hope, and our home. This does not blithely dismiss our fears and troubles. They are,
and always will be, very real. But it does assure us that even if we cannot feel the
immediate comfort, or even when all we can do is lament, we have a God that
withstands the storms of the life and the tests of time, and who protects us and
hears our cries.
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sound - whether that be with festive organ, trumpets, or lower octave piano.

When/Why/How:

As a declaration of trust, an assurance of God’s providence, and a reminder of our
own limitations, this hymn can be sung at just about any time in any circumstance.
It is particularly fitting for Old/New Year services, for funerals, services of
lament/comfort, or celebrations of God’s faithfulness. The Psalter Hymnal Handbook
editors write that this hymn “expresses a strong note of assurance, promise, and
hope in the LORD as recorded in the first part of Psalm 90, even though the entire
psalm has a recurring theme of lament” (PHH).Thus, this hymn is appropriate for
celebration, but particularly as an assurance in times of lament or fear, or as a song
of our own faith and trust in the face of trials. It is often sung during services of civil
memorials, such as Canada’s Remembrance Day or British civic holidays.

Alternative Harmonization for Organ:
Behnke, John. The Creative Organist
- Burkhardt, Michael. Easy Hymn Accompaniments for Organ
Alternative Harmonization for Piano:

Mark Hayes. Hymn Harmonizations by Hayes (Creative accompaniments for the
church pianist

Hopson, Hal H. The Creative Use of the Piano in Worship. Contents

* 00 »0Q

LR




WRERERRR (Bl: oM

S
268 536

EXEM EEZPET B e R T5HA

= FHBEF (SHEER ER

ERET HaEF SR b

=—H# 5 =18l
e



A ERERS| (Fl: HTings)

hRFY HS TR ERRSR I TR
ﬁﬁsﬁﬁ‘ﬁﬂ‘ﬁﬂ‘ﬁﬁﬁ@ IR EREFR3 3R
2374 SHER El{=kIEE]
UEES SFEubEN R BNET

2 R NREA



WA E)—EiFak

-8 T Google/EE LAY

* EIE&%&EE%EI . O God Our Help in Ages Past
A RBREDES|: ThfRE
-EiEEE%E5|: 53651171



0 GOD OUR

HELP IN |
AGES ?E_ra: IHREE$%
PAST ° 1‘15.%%'1:595%

FHiRIE :
(CP81) - JFEANERR ST HE|




O GOD OUR HELP IN AGES PAST

FoiFRE
-53651171

‘lsaac Watts (1719)

« William Croft (1708)
«St. ANNE

*8.6.8.6



[t

15590:1 "M, {Ritt
RICERAIRIEFRR,

1§33:20 "FAIAYCFE
FHXEPFNSE, #EFAIAY
o, BeliIREhE, ~

¥ 5|A%=s|



e 1 BORR
1*%*15 H ) \ .
BHS—BH 5 e

—]
— 4, AL

*5, FEiH Kl
. RIFSIM, BEIXR




The Psalms of David:
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3. Qlew Pear and Hnniversaries

474 st. ANN. OO

| £ sy
—é-—z:sf- == ==

R i A

e priE R

Lord, Thon hast been our dwelling-place in all generations.

e GOD, our help in ages past,
Qur hope for years to come,
Our shelter from the stormy blast,
And our eternal home :

mf 2 Under the shadow of Thy throne
Thy saints have dwelt secure ;
Sufficient is Thine wrm alone,
And our defence is sure.

4 Before the hills in order stood,
Or earth received her frame,
er From everlasting Thou art God,
To endless years the same.

2 4 A thousand ages in Thy sight
Avre like an evening gone ;
Short as the wateh that ends the night
Before the rising sun.

5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream,
Bears all its sons away :
r They fly forgotten, as a dream
Dies at the opening day.

6 O God, our help in ages past,
Our hope for vears to come,
Be Thou our guard while troubles last,
And onr eternal home.  Amen.

Isaac Warrs.

The Presbyterian Book of Praise 1897
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O God, Our Help in Ages Past
PSALM 90

IN MARKING TIME

405

1 O God, our help in a - ges past, our hope for years to come,
2 Un - der the shad-ow of your throne your saints have dwelt se - cure;
3 Be - fore the hills in or - der stood or earth re - ceived its  frame,
4 A thou - sand a - ges in your sight are like an ceve -ning gone,

our shel - ter  from  the
suf - fi- cient is
short as the watch that

storm - ¥

your arnm a -
from ev - er - last - ing you are
ends the

blast, and our ¢ - ter - nal home:
lone, and our de - fense is sure.
God, to end - less years the same.
night be - fore the ris - ing sun.

e e

5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream,
soon bears us all away;
we fly forgotten, as a dream
dies at the opening day.

Sing starras 1-3

We are consumed by your anger
and terrified by your indignation.

You have set our iniquities before you,
our secret sins in the light of your
presence.

If we only knew the power of your anger!
Your wrath is as great as the fear that
is your duec.

Sing stanzas 4-5

Teach us to number our days,
that we may gain a heart of wisdom.

Relent, Lown! How long will it be?
Have compassion on your servants.

For another setting of Ps. 90 see 403

Words: Isaac Watts (1674-1719), 1719, alt,, P.D.
Music (ST. ANNE 8.6.8.6): William Croft, 1708, PD

6 O God, our help in ages past,
our hope for years to come,
still be our guard while troubles last,
and our eternal home!

Satisfy us in the morning with your unfailing
love, that we may sing for joy and be glad all
our days.

Make us glad for as many days as you
have afflicted us, for as many years as
we have seen trouble.

May your deods be shown to your servants,
your splendor to their children

May the favor of the Lord our God rest
on us; establish the work of our hands
for us—yes, establish the work of our
hands.

Sing starnza 6

p Your Hearts: psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs (20

salm 90
saac Watts

& LR
O God, Our-“Help in“Ages “Past

Qur soul waiteth for the Lord; e is

eur help . . . . — Psalm 33:20
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Suf - fi-cient is Thine arm. a - lone,
From ev - er-last-ing Thou art God,
Short as the watch that ends the night,
Be Thou our guide while life shall last,
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aabb divine-mine, light-sight
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aaab plea-me-thee, come

aaba mercy-sea, justice,

liberty
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Come, ye faithful, raise the strain

(7)
Big / 1386 Of triumphant gladness (6)
Zal

fcroch.aic/ Lead on, O King eternal, (7)
lambic

The day of march has come (6)
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